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CONGRESS AND ITS BUSINESS.

The progress of business at this Session has boen
more than usually dilstory, even in view of iw
being the quadrennial Session preceding a Pre
sidential election, when all the points upon
which that election turns are sure to enter more or
less into the debates of every day, however litthe
connexion they have with the matter properly under
debate. Since Congress sssembled, five months
have passed away, yet almost literally nothing
has been done in the discharge of the legiti.
mate duties of Congress. The description of the
state of business in the House of Represents-
tives, a8 contained in the following extract from an
article in a late number of the Courier and Enquirer,
is indeed hardly too highly eolored : g
po! hlchpll:; ‘kind of action
¢ most urgently nceded by the public interests ;
¢ no more notice is of mass of
‘ :ﬁh;nghr than:l'eepnpo!.::ﬂ:n E
¢ thi ann!

PR 47 "ﬂ’mﬂu

2

L

H

¢ been treated with the cold of a reference to
" ¢ the appropriate committees. tariff, rivers and
¢ harbors improvement, comprehensive land system,
¢ steam-line enterprises, establishment of new mints,
¢ formation of an. and numerous
¢ other measures ing momen upon the

¢ commercial, manufascturing, and

¢ terests of the country, have been as effectually ig-
¢ pored as if none of them ever had an existence.
¢ No time is found even to close up the seams and

‘ amoothbodm the of such of last m
¢ gion’s botchwork as th Making
¢ mending are now alike out o, the’ question.”

The questions which have nearly monopolized
the attention of the House of Representatives, and
almost ag exclusively that of the Senate, during this
already long Session, have been, in the order of the
consequence given to them, the Intervention project,
the Printing for Congress, the contest for the
Public Lands, and the Deficiency Bill. ;

The first of these, in the shape of Resolutions
for and against the established foreign policy of this
Government, it is mortifying to reflect, owes its
origin to the preaching of a foreign Missionary,
whose now avowed object in coming to the United
States was to enlist the power of this Government,
through the sympathies of the People, in an Euro-
pean crusade. The discussion which this question
has elicited has, however, been one of great ability,
and has thrown so much light upon a sabject of very
great consequence that we cannot reckon as lost
the time that has been occupied upon it.

We cannot say the same of the weeks which
have been devoted to the disenssion of, not so much
how, as by whom, the Printing of the two Houses
shall be done. Animated by party spirit or (as

which is the rule of its suthority, Cougress has no
proper power in regard to foreign relations, exoept
1o regulate commerce with foreign nations and define
and panish - fetioes the laws of and
the power inaidongally invoived in the
neecsary b @arry into effect froaties Wwith | forelgn

Ll'hﬂ"ll.*h.rlln‘thm—*m
| ha cowndinste power in the t of
| Ministers sod Consals, sod in the ratiflcation of
[ Treatics  (Otherwise than as slowe excopted, Con-
;wh-mmt*dwhb
"eourse ; and the whole «f the debate in the House of
|Mimnthpﬂﬂmmdmu.
| Kosst 78 atd his demands has been suj ererogatory,
| though not s iu the Senste. A safe chock on the
actiot of the President in regard to making Treatics,
sppointing Foreign Ministers, & has been wisely
| established by the Constitution in the comeurrent
[ power given to the Senate it the exercisc of thas

in the language of the framers of the Consti-
tution, scourate and comprebensive md

bas never, st any
pied more than & day or so, snd for a period of more
than twenty yours (from 1819 to 1841) not even »
single day in either House. That qaestion ought,
we repeat, to be definitively put to rest, o as to ex-
clude it from debate for Bfty years to come, were it
only to prevent the recurrence of the spoctacke now
presented by the House of Representatives of having
been in session almost half & year, and not baving
yet before it, in readable form, any of the official
papers transmitted to it st the opening of the ses.
sion, and not yet baving made the first stop, in
order, in the proper business of the session.  For it
is literully true, as stated by the Courier and Ea-
quirer, that for the reference of the several topies of
the President’'s Message, ordinarily a day’s business
only in the first or second week of each session, the
House of Representatives has not yet been able to
find a moment's time. The Rules of Order for the
government of the last House, adopted by the pre-
sent, are so curiously contrived as to prevent the
origination of business by any individual, and 1
defeat the consideration of any by & mere majority
of the House. Motions to the House can be made ouly
in the order in which the States are called ypon for
them; and that call is made only once a fortnight
according to the Rule, snd practically has not been
gone through, so fur, more than once during the
whole session. At any other time than during the
call of the States it is not in order to make a mo-
tion without a suspension of all the Rules and Or-

doubtless many members were) by a reforming zeal,
gentlemen have, for the most part, debated this sim-
ple question for practical men upon grounds of fact
and argument having little connexion with its merits.
1t is one of which the mechanical details could not
be well understood but by persons who had served
their time to it—of whom there are not many in
Congress—and of course mueh of the time spent
upon it has been thrown away:

Nor, so far as we can learn, has any thing con-
elusive been even now doue in regard to the Printing.
It is greatly to be desired, for the credit of Congress,
that some permanent system could be established,

gince the subject has been so much debated ; but no
such system, it is clear, has any chance of being

adopted until the next session of this Congress,
when the event of the Presidential Election will have
withdrawn that element from debate.

Of the Public Lands we have lately said so much
that we shall add nothing here, except that, whilst
we trust that moderate appropriations of them for
important and eligible public works and institutions
may be made by the present Congress, we incline
to doubt whether the diseussion of the projects for
a general appropriation of them will lead to any de-
cisive result st this Session.  We have been taught
by the old philosophers that all publie business con-
sists of two parts, preparation and action. It is not
st all improbable, but very likely, that this princi-
ple will so far apply to the action of Congress, that
important business will have been discussed by Con-
gress at the present session in one frame of mind,
which will not be acted upon until the next sessiom,
when Congress will re-assemble in a frame of mind
much better adapted to the transaction of busipess.

With regard to the Deficiency bill, the passage of
which has been obstructed by discussions of party
topics that ought not to have been rhixed up with
it, it would be diffienlt to exaggerate the mischiefs
oceasioned by its delay; and, most of all, by the
suffering entailed and disability caused by that de-
ay upon all the Gévernment agents, eivil and mili-

tary, on distant service. Of the increasing and la-
mentable conse juences of omissions or BBSIOC‘ on the
part of Congress'to make due provision for the ex-
amipation and settlement of claims upon the Gov-
ernment for services, expenditures, and losses, some
of them under the most critieal circumstances, the
case of Col. FREMONT, lately arrested and imprison-
ed whilst on a visit to the capital of Great Britain,

ders, which suspension requires a two-thirds vote, und
there is only one day in the week on which it is in
order to make such s motion, (as to suspend the
Rules.) There are indeed occasions on which, on
the plea of privilege, 8 motion may be allowed, or a
speech edged in. Baut, in general, the Rules intend-
od to reyulafe business could not have been more
cunningly devised had their objeet been to make it
difficult, and even impossible, to get at it. For
a conscientious man, desirous of discharging his
duties in a manuner to be of some use to his con-
stituents, s seat in the House of Representatives is,
under such cirewmstances, but an odious thraldom.
The reader way, perhaps, with a little further eluci-
dation, understand why it is that the House, having
been in session so long, has not yet taken the first
step in the proper business of the Session. A ma-
jority refuses to go into Committee of the Whole on
the President’s Message, because they do not favor
him, and of conrse not his Message. A majority
then agrees to go into Committee of the Whole on
some bill introduced, on leave perbaps, by a Incky
member—a bill, for instance, making s gratuitous dis-
pesition of the Public Lands—which bill they are
in favor of, and forthwith members fall to debating
the relstive merits of the numerous candidates for
the Presidency; and so on, for weeks together

The ¢ Deficiency Bill”—that is, the bill appro.
priating such'necessary money to carry on the Gov.
ernment s the last Congress had refused or owitted to
appropriate—which was really entitled to the earliest
attention of the House after its organization, is the
only one that has, with any semblance of propriety in
the order of proceeding, occupied any large portion of
the attention of the House; and even upon that
question the debate was unnecessarily prolonged and
distracted by speeches on the Presidentisl topic,
having no relation to the subject of the bill.

It would take a much longer time and space than
we can devote o it, to deseribe more minutely the
circumstances which have brought about the actual
state of things in Congress, o far as the popular
branch of the Legislature is concerned. For our
present purpose it is sufficient to state, as o fact not
controvertitle, what our readers ought to under
stand, that the Annual Message of the President to
Congress, accompanied by the Reports on the state
of the several Departments, transmitted to

‘ongress
on the second day of the session, lies untouched and

on the part of persons who have taken this way of
enforeing the payment of claims against his Goy.
erument, is an example which cannot fail to have
deeply touched the feclings of every one who has watch-
ed the distinguished career of that yet young man, and
marked the gallant traits and daring perseverance
which have characterized it.  Whilst we are glad to
be uble to commend the greater attention to Private
Claims in general that has been manifested by the
present Congress—private claims they are termed,

but elaims for the most part of the highest moral
public obligation—we can assure our readers that
they cannot do any thing more likely to promote
the respectability of the Government by relieving it
from just opprobrium, than to urge upon their
Representatives the making of permanent provision
for the adjustment of all claims upon the United
States by some tribunal better fitted for that pur-

pose than, in their nature, assemblies s0 numerous
as the two Houses of Congress can reasonably be
expected to be. ;
Of these four «uestions, therefore, upon which,

. five months have been consumed in de-

bate, much of it wholly inappropriate to their sub-
jeots, the first, unless as resulting from the exclusive
wuthority of to Jdeclare war, had no proper
relation to its duties, Uander the Constitation,

]

unregarded on the table of the House.

Let us nw turn to the source and charscter of
the President’s Annual Message to Congress, which
the House has not found itself able to treat with
even official courtesy.

By the (hustitution, the PRESIDENT is command-
ed “from time to time to give to CoNamess infor-
* mation of the state of the Union, and recommend
“ to their consideration such meastres as he shall
‘ judge necessary or expedient.” This information
the President gave, aceording to , in a manner
very generally approved by the People, in the Mes-
sage referred to, nnd, faithful to his sworn duty,
recommended to, the consideration of Congress such
mensures as he deemed necessary and proper. From
thut moment, the burden of responsibility for every
recommendation contained in that Message devolved
upon Congress. The theory of the Constitution is,
that Congress is as much bound 1o pass upon such
recommendations as the Prosident is to make them,
and should therefore give to them early and earnest
consideration.  Such, also, our readers wil) probably
agree with us, is the dietate of commoan sense,

The reader has seen what degree of sttention the
House of Representatives has paid to the Prosident’s
recommendations.

Let us now sge what were those recommends-

tions, and whether they comprised any thing to

10 Congress, in the order in which they stand in the
Message, are substantially as follows :
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ter-rutes of postage, and advising against the
further reduction uatil justified by the revenue
of the Department

14, Recommending that provision be made b
law for the o thtofammmiuim,.-res-'
vise the public statutes of the United States,
und report such revision to Congress for its
action. ¥

15. Repeating the former recommendation for
the a tment of u commission to settle pri-
vate claims against the United States ; justice
to individuals as well as the Government impe-

e wipeltin Sils o 88 Myl . Com-

e t an a to Con-
gress should be adopted.

6. Renewing his recommendation of adhering

to the adjustment established by the Compro-
emousone Yo apevaty of kbt gl

tion
cngudnphnm"emiuurnh-.

Rununing his eye over this hasty reeapitulation
of the recommendations in the President’s Mcwage
~to which wmight be added, did time allow, the
recommendations contained in the Reports of the
Hends of the Departments of War, of the Navy, and
of the Interior, approved by the Executive—cvery
reader will judge whether they are so emtiroly un-
worthy of the attention of Members of as
to be treated us mere rubbish beside the
projects for wresting from the control of the Govern.
ment that Grest National Domain, and that ume-
qualled Land System of ours, which are the admi-
ration and envy of all nations.

In the Renate, from the superior organistion of
that body, and, from length of service, groater ex-
perience of its Members, more strict attention has

1

justify the negleetful and contemptuous treatment
shown to them by the House of Representatives in
devoting weeks and weeks to the discussion of such a
question s the deliberate annihilation of the Na-

tional dowain : and whether that act of abnegation f the
and sclt-destitution, paralleled only in fietion—as css Mew-
in the ease of poor old doting Lear, w od | b .- w smote the seat of
Blmsclf of rule, reveuue, interest of territory, un oriiment ; to the increased | on of the
cares of Bme by dividing his estate among & | Western and Northwestern States—a population in-
greedy and ingrate progeny—wns a matter of such | stisct with new sensations and aspirations, which ma-
imperious and imperative that all other themselyes, nqtﬁqnal in the ¢ destiny "’
interests of the Goverument and People sink into | of mur country, but eertainly ir ixha'n rapid ¥ pro-
nothingness in comparison with it. ~ |@vess” than would a few years ago have been deem-
The objects of reecommendation by the President, fed wise, or in any way commendable.

| official report of the p
bers of the

‘both | dechred for Mr. FInumoRg, as the Whig eandidate
als, | for President, is that of the Whigs of MARYLAND,

Stes | by the National Convention, receive their cordial

and [tial office, in most trying times, as to the desire

modifl- 13, by

and support.

“ | port to any other true Whig who may become the nomi-

was destroyed by fire early in the present Session.
This very liberality may, we doubt not, be attri-
buted to the same

as some of ideas

cause

_nml'.

THE VOICE OF MARYLAND.

PROM THE BALTIMORE PATEIOT OF SATFRDAY.
Ve have received from Anmapolis the subjoined
roceedings of the Whig mem-
of MARYLAND at & meeting
-toqltly held by them in Annapolis, upow the sub-
jectot the next Presidency. The preference here

and the assurance given that he will, if nominated

ort, was alike due to him for the'manner in
h he hos the duties of the Presiden-

which the Whigs of Maryland feel to give an em-
xpression of their approval of all he has
ting their votes for his re-election.

promise measures and of the doetrimes of Wasn-
iNaroN find a hearty response in the hearts of the
Whigs of Maryland.

At a mheeting of the Whig members of the Legis-

our territory i Callfornia ind Iature, held in theé Senate chamber, the following |

proceedings were had :

On motion, Hon. Wy, LINGAN GAITHER was
called to the chair, and Tuos. J. MarsuALL, Esq.

appointed secretary.

The following resolutions, reported by Mr. Fan-
DANDIS from a committee appointed at a former
meeting, were then adopted :

Resolved by the Whig members of the General Assembly of
Maryland, That we cordially approve of the following re-
solutions, adopted by the Whigs of Virginia, and adopt
them as also, in our opinion, expressing the sentiments
of the Whigs of Maryland, to wit:

1. That we regard the acts of Congress commenly known
& the Compromike as a final settlement and adjustment
of the questions involved in them; and we will consider
any attempt to disturb them as a blow aimed atthe peace
of the country and the integrity of the Union.

2. That” we approve the administration of President
Fiuisore, believing that by his wisdom, evinced in the
conduct of our national affairs, amidst embarrassing diffi-
culties, his loyalty to the Constitution, his firmness in the
maintenance of the laws, and his just regard for the rights
of the States, he has eminently fulfilled our expeotations
and justly entitled himself to our continued confidence

8. That we prefer MirLanp Fruosmore as s candidate
for the Presidency over all other persons who have been
preposed for that high station ; and if he shall be nomi-
nated by the Whig National Convention, the Whigs of
Maryland will give him their cordial support.

4. That the Whigs of Maryland will give the like sup-

nee of that Convention, who has stood by and does stand
by the compromise, and regards it and stands by it, with
unalterable determination, as s final settlement and nd-
justment of the measures involved in it.
5. That the wise maxims of Washington respecting the
foreign policy of this country, which have been practical-
ly illustrated in the sdministration of President Fillmore,
ought ever to guide the Federal Government in its inter-
course with foreign mations.

WM. LINGAN GAITHER, Chairman.
Tros. J. Mansuavry, Becretary.

COINAGE OF THE MINT FOR APRIL.
E. C. DaLE, Treasurer of the Mint at Philadel-
phia, publishes the following statement of the
amount of coinage for April :

Col, E. D. Bakzg, oolonel of one of the Illinois
in the Mexican war, and since o i-

nent talker in Congress, has emigrated to California.
nor and ex-Member of

ot B, from Mgl diosoers ' 1

to the year 1818
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the third day of its meeting, in conseq
- | Committee of Twenty-Onanot being then
sented | he ;
Cueves,its gk n, as fellow, s Rt
The Committen of Twenty-One, to whom was referred
an sct to previde for the election of deputies to a Southern

What is also said in these resolutions of the Com- |¢

ptden o T e e
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STATE CONVENTION OF BOUTH CAROLINA.

Congress and the call of a Convention, with instructions
to consider and report thereon, respectfully report—
That they bave considered the subject referred to them,
and have g0 o recommend to the Convention the,
aguplion of the accompanying resolution and ordinance :
Revolved by the p of South Carolina in Convention as~
sembled, That the frequent vielstions of the constitution
of the United States by the Federal )
enmuhmum?lﬂim rights of the
ﬂhmjof thhwﬁl,m especially o in relation to

us 8 80 far ns or 0! '
to az is involved, hm at onee all
mgcdummﬂ-hm-sﬂ aat she for-

the exercise of that manifest right of self-govern-
ment from considerations of expediency only.
An’ Ordinance to m:&wy:wmmmm

the
We, the 1o of the State of S
' do deelare

vention
by declared and ordained
That South Carolina,

will asan

and ordain, and it is here-

mmmm t::?mﬂﬂm
aoc tothe
known as the United States of Ameries, and

the next day.

“ Be it ordained by this Convention, That the :
of the Btate shall gw the power, w.?mmﬂ'm
(accompanied with a notﬂl:dnnw the other States,) to
;ithdr:wtho State of South Carolina from the F

Mr. B. !‘.'_Pm!, from the same committee, a
report on his own behalf, which states that the
Southern Btates identified with South Carolina having
deelined to meet that State in a Southern Congress, it
would be unwise and inexpedient for South Carolina to
take any decisive separate action under existing circum-
stances. One of the resolutions presented by Mr. P.
pledges South Carolina to resist with the other Southern
Btates, on certain contingencies. The report was ordeghd
to be printed and made the order for next day.

Mr. Grege, from the same committee, also submitted
& report on his own behalf, stating his reasons for mot
concurring in the report of the committee, which, on his
motion, was laid on the table and ordered to be printed.
Mr. Danrzier announced that he had prepared, as an
individual member of the co-operation party, an ordinance
of conditional secession, but was restrained from offering
it lest it might distract the deliberations of the Con-.
vention.

No other business was dome hy the Convention
on Thursday.
Ou Friday the Report of the Committee of Twenty-
one was adopted—yeas 186,nays 19.

South Carolina having thus determined to remain
in the Union, we suppose we shall hear no more
about secession at present, more especially as the
leading organ of the Secession party, (the Charles-
ton Mercury,) in commenting upon the above pro-
ceedings, says that ¢ this act of the Convention is
“ now the supreme law for us and for all, and-we
“ how before its authority.”

We are happy to be able to congratulate the State
of S8ourn CAROLINA upon the auspicious termina-
tion of this Convention, putting a final term to all
agitation in the South against the General Govern-
ment for any cause that now exists.

The Democratic State Convention of Florida was
‘held at Madison Court-house on the 19th ultimo, the
Hon. D.Birp presiding. Georar E. BroodE was
nominated as the candidate for the office of Gov-
ernor of the State, and Avdustus E. MaxweLL
for Representative in ¢ . Presidential Eleet-
ors were also nominated, and fourteen Delegates o

Gorp—124,077 Double Eagles . %2, 493,540 00 | pointed to the Democratic National Convention. No
18,700 Bngles . . - 187,000 00 ;rcfemnce wis ex for uny candidate for the
li;’gf' g:_ ms:!g;';‘é’ gjﬁg% gg resident.or Vice-President. The resolutions adopt-
126,278 Gold Dollars . 126,273 0o | & by the Convention do not name the Compromise,
— | though one of them would seem to yield a cold ac-
402,044 Pieces | . $3,474,128 00 | quiescence in that measure. They are as follows:
Sieven—08,000 Dimes . > $9,800 00 | 1. That the true relations between the States and the
246,000 Half Dimes . 12,400 00 | Federal Government, and the true rules for the construc-
1,000,200 3-Cent Pieces 40,006 00 | tion of the Constitution, are correctly set forth in the re-
——————— | solutions of Vhlphh and Kentucky of 1798 and 1769, and
1,806,444 Pleces . . $3,626,284 00 | in Mr. Madison’s Report, and the doctrines therein ex-
Corren—1,170,682 Cents #11,705 82 | pounded are hereby adopted and re-affirmed.
oo | 2. That we approve and endorse the political principles
2,076,826 Pieces . . $3,587,030 82 | embodied in the ons of the two last Demoeratic
GOLD DEPOSITES FOR APRIL Nationsl Conventions, held in 1844 and 1848, so far as
o is 0;’900,00000 applicable to the present condition of the country, and
From Californ P "-nowo 00 we believe their strict observance not only to be conducive
Prom other sources . v to the prosperity of the people, but essential to the pre-
3,000,000 00 servation of the Union,
— airiam £ of the domestie miﬂ“ﬁ?ﬁfr 'g.qmm
growing out tu ;
WP e Mgt oS00 O o the rorivl of Tgwes siotady ot wits s show e vmnt
2 . . tion, ns mischievous unwise, ns caleulated |-
The Mississippi ture has adjourned without | 7'inrogice divisions the people and wesken the
rl‘ﬂillh the State for Congress under | bonds of our politioal ty.
new apportionment, by which it gains a member.

In commenting upon this platform, the Tallahas-
see Sentinel says:

“The resolutions mean whatever interpretation may.
be put upon them, snd do credit to the political tact of
the gentleman who drew them. The first resolution, for
instance, will to some declare for the doctrine of seces-
sion: butthose who donot aeknowledge the doetrine will
content theselves with Mr. Madison’s exposition of 1880.
The second is still more comprehensive. Davy Wilmot
voted for the Baltimore resolutions of 1848, The third
is an act of general amnesty and oblivion, and s cordial
proffer of the hand to every shade of opinion on section-
ol matters. It is true, too; for nothing could be better

between such men as ; y. y . and
the Florida Democratic Republioan Convention, than o de-
clarstion for the finality of the Compromise.

“Womlnmmmhﬁvqrdm

Tk EvRopgAN AND NoRTH AMERICAN RALL-
RoAD.—It is stated that Mr. Hivcks, the &1
who hﬂymmﬂ on behalf of the -

FROM SANTA FE.
We have the SBanta Fe Gagette to the 27th March, but
it contains no news. The expedition to the Gila in search
of gold has ot been successful. A part of them have
gone to Californis, & part went to the Copper
returned to Santa Fe. found

This Convention did no business on Wednesday, |

T T e

. THE CALIFORNIA LAND COMMISSION.
known to our resders that the highly im-

Land Commission for deciding upon the va-
_iawmb_mnimmhmp;nmqw
Wory, and now State, of California, has been in
i for several months in San Francisco. The
follawing article upon the subject, which we find in
;ht;!:lmld,publidodintmeizy,ofthedmofm

m&,lhronoutmggeaﬁmirhiehuppeuh
be worthy of all the attention of the land claimants

in that quarter:
::muﬁrm to the same have also
adjudicated upon, M.‘umu-m.hmmm-uﬁz
e e

fairly be luid to the charge of .the Commissioners; for,
sunouncing that they were alwaye in readiness to take up
any business presented for their action, they have been
censtantly at their posts and prepared to examine the
clsims that might be laid before thes. The tardy prose-

South Carolin, in Con- | eution of such wust then be astributed to the claimant

themaelves; and in view of the extreme inconvemiense
and prejudice of intavest to the whole oos whish
‘must prevail while titles in real estute continue unset.

o th that, in the whzhm.mm;ﬂum“umtm
exercise ¢ same sovereign will, it is her right, with- su st the native Californisns, pressed
out let, hind o‘urmnlu&on&nn y power what- | they are by the squatter iqm,Mm_Mat;;
soever, to secede the said Federal Union; and that | und with the utmost et luid their claims before the hiz
for the sufficiency of the causes which may her to court which the ‘Pederal Government , !

the tribunal of public opinion among the nations of the | Pronouace upon them. They seem to hold back, how-

territory to the new comers on as good terms as they can,
and thereby establish on the part of the purchasers a dis-
position. to- defend their common title. ' The enormous
tracts- of country which are embraced by the Mexican
grants ore teo unwieldy under any ciroumstances; and
inasmuch 08 many of them lie in the vieinity of the towns
snd contain much of the best land, it is evident that én
early subdivision i desirable; if not inevitable. In the
cities themselves the uncertain ténure by which real ss-
tate is held ie a subject of gemeral complaint, and as’al]
admit is o heavy olog even to California enterprise. If
the squatter spirit be objectionable, surely no- time ought
to be lost in putting land in the reach of those who are
willing to give a fair equivalent for it.”

AMERICAN MEDICAL ASBOCIATION.

The seventh annual meeting of this associstion
was commeneed at Richmond on Tuesday last, when
%:11: wx present between t,woﬁ or ‘tl:.ree hundred

representing twenty-five $tates and the
:Disu%:t of Gohmbi:ng 3 ¥ :

Dr. Moviarie, of South Caroliana, after having
'opened the meeting, delivered the annual address,
which is represented to have been a very able one. In
the course of it he suggested seme reforms, and among
them the fixity of the annual meetings, or n due arrange-
ment of them in necordance with some distinet object—
migratory meetings for the purpose of encoursging so-
ciality among different members of the profession from
different sections, and the development of the scientific
characteristics of the different sections, and statlonary
or fixed meetings at Washington, where s medical bureau
or bead could be organized, from whence coujd irradiate
the aggregated emlightened medical views of the entire
faculty of the Union. He earnestly advooated the har.
monization of medical views, and their generalization as *
far as practioable through ap aggregated ocentral body.
This was necessary, he contended, to give the profession
throughout the Union that influence which it should ex-
ercise upon public opinion.

The report on prize essays shows that fourteen essays
were submitted to the committee on that subjeet. The
annual prize of $500 was awarded to Dr. Avstix Frrsr,
of Buffalo, New York:

Dr. Beverey B, Weiirorn, of Fredericksburg, (Va,)
was elected President for the ensuing year: Joxarmax
Kxignt, of Connecticut, Jas. W. Tuampsox, of Delaware,
Tuos. Y. Suasoxs, of South Caroling, and Cias. A. Pors, of
Missouri, were chosen Vice Presidents ; Joax 8. Moons,
of 8t. Louis, and P. C. Goocn, of Richmoud, Secretaries :
and Davin Fraxcis Coxve, of Pennsylvaxia, Treasurer.
It was resolved to hold the annual session of 1558 at
Bt. Louis, Missouri.

~G. W. Sracum, Esq.; of Alexandria, who has
lately been employed as agent of the Government
in Mexico, investigating the subject of certainclaims,
returned home on Monday last.

The ¢ of PENNSYLVANIA adjoumed
sine die on hudn&dl_!ur a session of four months.
The Philadelphia Ledger says that the session was
remarkable for nothing t the number of bank
bills passed, and the number of vetoes by the

Governor. The usual bills making appropriations
for the expe

nses of Government were pased,
and so was the bill apportioning the Congressional
districts.
In layin the new Congressional districts in
Omo:{‘?:e mmm ,;‘rho have a ma-
j in gl ternbly «
" the State. - As an evidence ofythhm
that the S 28 just distrieted, would have chosen
a large maj of Democrats to Congress at the
same time that it gave its electoral vote to Henry
Clay by 6,000 ty, and have chosen
Democrats in 1848 to seven Whigs and
Fnuoikn! by the same vote that elected Mr. Ford

TriAr o A Cusax ExpevirioNtst.—The jury
in the case of the United States vs. Maj.
tried in the Cirenit Court l'tColnn:lbnl, {(Ohio,) were
unable to a and were A
The case wmwmﬁnnd till the nmw
stating these faots the Columbus Journal says :
“ There is an inherent diffic
cases,  Of conrse nob dou

enlisted men for the Cuban
he does not

In

Steamboat Collivion and Loss of Life.
EVANSVILLE, APRIL 27.—About 10 P. M. Inst night the
stenmers Chickasaw and Olifton onme in eollision at French
Island. The bow of the Clifton struck the Chickasaw o

little forward of the wheel-house, when the latter boat

commenced sinking. In a few minutes the cabin parted
from the hull and floated off, and she having on bosrd »

saved on the oabin; but of those below it in thought fifteen
or twenly are lost, n8 they had no time to get np on the
upper deck, so rapidly did the boat go dewn. Few would
have boen lost, however, if the Clifton could have remain-
ed alongside ; but she was also in o sinking condition, and
had to be run ashore, where she was only saved from sink-
ing by discharging a large poftion of her cargo.

T Covexrzatiow Cavan i Tyniaxa.—A bill proposing
to approprinte five thousand dollars to aid in the ooloni-

tation of the free persons of color in the State of Indian
has passed both branahes of the General Assembly.




